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What do I want?

● Store simple notes
– To remember stuff: structured & unstructured
– To organize stuff
– FAST ... gtk based good
– EASY ... 

● to add stuff
● to find stuff
● to reorganize and delete stuff

– SAFE ...
● automatic saving
● easy to backup
● simple file format



This presentation

Structured Unstructured

Ideas

Wiki

Index



Structured Stuff

Heavy Light

OpenOffice.Org database

Gaby
Grok

Tellico (Bookcase)

PostgreSQL
MySQL



grok



grok



tellico



Unstructured Stuff

● Hierarchical
– yank
– tuxcards
– knotes
– gjots2
– knowit
– knowde
– treeline
– note 1.3.1
– notecase
– notemeister

● Sticky notes
– gnome
– snotes
– xnotesplus
– xpad

● Lists
– ithought
– jstickynote
– notebook
– notetool



Sticky notes

● Limited searching
● Quick and easy to 

show
● OK for todo lists



Lists

● ithought
– quick search
– actions plug ins

● Notebook
– search titles only
– can sort by category

● jstickynote
– search keywords 



Hierarchical



Hierarchical

● Tuxcards
– formatted text
– good search returns set of hits
– per note encryption buggy

● knowit
– links between notes

● Treeline
– node contents depend on type
– powerful search/filtering
– file encryption

● note 1.3.1
– command line based

1st



Ideas

● Mind mapping
– vym (view your mind)
– freemind

● Colours
●

● Spatial

Images



vym



freemind



Wiki

● Easy
– ideally no server

● MoinMoin
● didiwiki
● leonardo (blog too)
● tomboy
● newton
● emacs



MoinMoin

● Python based
● Needs user creation and login
● Needs a server
● Excellent search features

– Title / text search
– Regular expressions
– Recent changes
– Title and word alphabetical index
– Wanted / Orphaned pages / Page hits
– Show like pages / local site map

● Can edit the menu



MoinMoin



didiwiki

● No login
● Simple menu
● Does need a server
● Few extras I'd like ...
● ... but its written in C so I can do that
● Small (40kb C source)



didiwiki



tomboy

● Some text formatting
● Otherwise text 

hightlighted/linked
● Good search
● Optional wiki word 

recognition
● Most recent listed in 

gnome panel
● Rather unstable (0.3.2)



newton

● Wiki / list
● Good search
● Needs new 

pygtk



emacs wiki mode

● emacs-wiki-find-file
● index of all pages
● all references
● publish to html



emacs

● Records Mode
– Notes mode is an 

earlier version with 
manually (or cron) 
updated indices

● Outline



emacs records mode
Day 1

Day 3

Day 2

Topic 2

Topic 1

Topic 1

Topic 1

Topic 2

Topic 3



Index the file system

● find vs locate
– find ~ | grep sxw

● 68s
– locate sxw | grep $HOME

● 0.5s (+ 600s indexing)
– rlocate ?

● uses inotify kernel patch



find, locate and grep

● Find content in files
– for i in `locate htm | grep $HOME` ; do grep -i haskell 

"$i"; done
– or use indexing software to index the content

● index content
– beagle
– estraier
– glimpse
– namazu
– docco



beagle

● Written in mono
● beagled continually 

indexes files
● Uses extended 

attributes to avoid 
reindexing
– problematic with 

reiser file systems
● Can use inotify patch



estraier and glimpse

● estraier
– estcmd gather -sd casket ~/mydocs/HomePage
– estcmd search -vh casket Haskell
– return 9 out of 1996 (4648) files (no pdf/OO)

● glimpse
– glimpseindex -o ~/mydocs/HomePage
– glimpse -F htm -l -1 Haskell
– return 12 out of 2015 files (wider range of text, 

including xml files; no pdf/OO)



namazu and docco

● namazu
– mknmz 

~/mydocs/HomePage
– namazu Haskell ./namazu
– 9 out of 1996 files
– supports pdf, not OO
– plug ins available

● docco (lucene)
– return 8 out of 1996 files
– with GUI
– supports pdf, not OO
– plug ins available



Time to create index
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Test 2

Test 1

Tests
4648 (14417) files


